
It was said that the design of 
the town centre should provide 
a method of shopping and car 

parking which is easily accessible 
and was not common at the time.

General Rees Square was named 
in December 1959, and the first 

supermarket, Sheppard’s Supermarket 
opened, closely followed by Pretty 

Miss in late 1960, (still open in the same 
location and under the same family 
ownership - it’s the longest serving 

retailer in the centre!), and Rabaiotti’s, 
again, still in the centre now.

In May of 1956, work began on 
the first public building, the 
Post Office, opening in 1959,  
just before Christmas to get a 

head start on deliveries!

The Early Years 
1953 – 1963
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New in town
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In 1964 the fi rst car park and bus station were 
completed, with David Evans department 
store opening its doors to the public.

The offi cial Opening Ceremony for the 
Centre was held in 1965.

The Moonraker was the fi rst public 
house opened in the town centre. This is 
now the John Fielding Wetherspoon

F.Hinds opened in 1971 (and is still trading), 
with The Congress Theatre in Gwent Square 
opening in 1972.  Gwent House, the largest 
commercial development to be built in the 
town centre was completed this year, as was 
the Library.

Shaw’s the Drapers opened it’s doors in 1972 
and is still trading today.
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The very first Sainsbury’s to open in Wales 
opened at Cwmbran in 1976

Mr Chippy opened in Cwmbran 
in 1978 and has now been serving 

customers for 41 years!

Noel Edmonds opened a 
refurbished David Evans in 1978, 
stating “God Bless this store and 
all those who sell in her.

          brought record amounts of snow to the 
area, with residents digging out their cars and 
homes – and it even brought down the canopy 
in The Arcade of Cwmbran Centre

The Parade opened in 1985, and 
1986 saw the opening of Chelsea 
Girl which was renamed to River 
Island in 1992

New in town
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New owners
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1985 the town centre was purchased by Ladbrokes.  
Investing heavily in the town centre, they renamed 
it ‘Cwmbran Shopping’ with the added slogan, 
‘Where our Valley comes to shop’, which was soon 
dropped as so many visitors travelled from afar.

Prudential took over 
ownership of the town 
in 1994 and have also 
invested heavily in the 
centre.

Phase 1 re-development of 10 acres was completed 
in 2001, including a new ASDA store, new retail 
units and 800 new car parking spaces.

Phase 2 re-development completed, including a 
new vertical tower, lifts, stairways, new canopies 
for malls and signage.
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Store Openings
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2001 - 2016
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Cwmbran Shopping changed its name to 
Cwmbran Centre, with more new stores 
opening including:

2018 saw planning permission 
granted for Gwent Square and 
Monmouth Square.

2017

2018
2019

Present and Future

On average, 11,950 vehicles per day use 
our 3,000 free parking spaces.

New Stores Opened

It’s the second largest 
shopping centre in Wales. 

16 million Footfall/Visitors 
per annum.

Cwmbran Centre 
Celebrates 60 Years:


